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Steps to a Healthier Cleveland is a city-wide program
through the City of Cleveland Department of Public Health
(CDPH). It is also a part of a national initiative called Steps
to a Healthier US, which by design, engages all
citizens to live longer, better and healthier lives. Locally,
this program encourages physical activity, healthy eating
and tobacco-free choices and its efforts are intended to
reduce the burden of diabetes, overweight/obesity and
asthma in all of the Cleveland’s diverse neighborhoods.

CDPH selected Burten, Bell, Carr Development to deliver
neighborhood-driven interventions to the Kinsman
neighborhood. These interventions encourage and teach
residents how to make neighborhood improvements such
as bike lanes, walking trails, community gardens, safe
routes to school and markets for fresh produce. Below are
real examples of how this initiative is making an impact
on the Kinsman neighborhood.

NEIGHBORHOOD MAP
BBC, CDPH, Kent State University’s Urban Design Center
of Northeast Ohio, City of Cleveland Planning Commission,
and Clevelanders in Motion are working together to de-
velop a new and exciting neighborhood map that
displays the positive assets in the Kinsman neighborhood

such as Bridgeport Place, located at East 72nd on Kinsman
Road, Marion Motley Playfield, located on Carson Avenue,
and Zelma Watson-George Recreation Center, located on
MLK Boulevard. It also will include walking maps of four 1-
to 2- mile Kinsman neighborhood walking routes. Maps
will be free and available at BBC’s office.

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL COALITION
BBC is working with CDPH and Safe Routes to School
Coalition to develop safe routes for children who attend
Anton Grdina, CMSD Elementary School. The purpose of
this initiative is to encourage children to walk or ride their
bikes to school by making the streets safer and easier to
saunter. These routes will consist of restriped crosswalks,
new crossing lights, and more crossing guards within a
1 mile radius of Anton Gardina.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Residents will be given the opportunity to start and
manage a community garden through the Ohio State Ex-
tension Summer Sprout program. Those who participate
will be able to select which fruits and vegetables they
would like to produce. We hope that this garden will en-
courage healthier eating and beautify the open green
space in the Kinsman neighborhood.

–Sherita Mullins
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PASSING OF WARD 5’S OLDEST KNOWN RESIDENT
Burten, Bell, Carr was saddened to learn that Ward 5’s longest-living resident,Ms. Ruth Bynum of Griswold Avenue,
departed this life on August 27, 2007.Ms. Bynum was a close friend of BBC and of the community. She was 103 years

old and would have turned 104 in October of this year. BBC staff’s fondest memories are ofMs. Bynum sitting on her front
porch with her dog J.R. enjoying Cleveland Indians baseball games on the radio. She will be greatly missed.

New Committee Oversees Building Designs
along Neighborhood’s Main Streets

SinceMarch 2007, the Burten, Bell, Carr Business Revitalization District (BBC BRD), a new committee has worked diligently to en-
sure that future development designs in Central, Kinsman-Union, and Garden Valley are held to the highest standard possible.

Members of the BBC BRD are comprised of three long-time residents who care deeply about the Ward 5 community and
three highly-skilled architects that have worked extensively in BBC’s neighborhoods. This committee reviews the designs of
all proposed construction and major renovation projects along parts of Woodland and Union Avenues, East 55th and East
93rd Streets, and Kinsman Road. Through this process, the committee ensures that new projects are aesthetically-pleasing
and functionally-accessible to potential users.

If elements of the building design or site layout do not meet community standards or are not in accordance with the surrounding
properties, the committee works with the developer or property owner to refine and improve them. The BBC BRD does not,
however, have jurisdiction over building interiors or uses of properties where permitted by zoning. In cases in which the party
proposing the project is reluctant to consider its design recommendations, the BBC BRD suggests to the Cleveland City Plan-
ning Commission specific changes be made prior to approval and the issuing of permits.

To date, the BBC BRD has reviewed several projects, from signage for new retail spaces to entire housing and commercial projects
proposed for the Ward 5 neighborhoods. Most recently, the group examined plans for a Church’s Chicken restaurant to be po-
tentially built behind the post office at East 55th Street and Woodland Avenue to see that materials would be durable and long-
lasting, both pedestrians and motorists can enter and exit with ease, and aesthetically-pleasing plants and shrubbery enhance
the appearance of the property.

BBC sincerely thanks the members of the BBC BRD for their hard work, commitment, and service to the Ward 5 community!
–Jeff Sugalski

a Community on the Move…
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Do you want to save on your energy bills this winter, prepare
your home for the cold season, and make your home more
comfortable? The Home Weatherization Assistance Program
(HWAP) is available to Income-eligible households to have their
exterior walls insulated, hot water tank inspected, and problems
in their heating system addressed. These services are provided
free of charge. Both Ward 5 homeowners and renters are eligible
to participate in the program. To see if you qualify for HWAP or
to receive an application, please call BBC at 216.341.1455.

–Jeff Sugalski

HOME
WEATHERIZATION
SERVICES AVAILABLE

Experts recommend that homeowners have a qualified heating
professional inspect their furnace and heating system prior to the be-
ginning of the winter season every year. A routine inspection can en-
sure that your furnace works efficiently and may even save your life by
detecting health and safety hazards! Beginning October 1, 2007 BBC
will offer our Emergency Furnace Repair Program to qualified income-
eligible seniors who own and occupy their homes in Ward 5. Seniors
must be at least 60 years old, and income cannot exceed $12,900 for
a one-person household or $14,700 for a two person household. BBC
can accommodate only a limited number of seniors this year so assis-
tance will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis. For more in-
formation, or to request an application, please call BBC at
216.341.1455. –Jeff Sugalski

Do you have an adjustable rate mortgage (ARM) and worry about how you are going to make your monthly mortgage
payment once the interest rate resets? Did you finance your home with an interest-only or a high-rate loan? Has an unplanned
life event such as a medical emergency, divorce or change in employment made it difficult to pay your
mortgage each month?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, the Opportunity Loan Refinance Program may be able to help you. It is a
refinance program that provides an affordable 30-year, fixed-rate financing alternative to borrowers who have a current mortgage
that is no longer suitable for their financial situation. This program is offered through the Ohio Housing Finance Agency.
They also offer a Second Mortgage Option that can be used in conjunction with this program.

You may be eligible for the Opportunity Loan if your household's income does not exceed $95,937.50. You must live in the
home that is being refinanced. Eligible properties include single-family detached housing, condominiums, townhouses, modular
and planned unit developments. Two to four-unit properties, mobile or manufactured homes are currently not permitted.
Loans are available on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information, visit www.ohiohome.org, or call (toll free) 888.362.6432.

–Courtesy of the Ohio Housing Finance Agency

abled Persons, and Surviving Spouses for the Extended Filing Pe-
riod in 2007), then file it with your local county auditor. The
form is available from county auditors and from the Ohio
Department of Taxation’s website at tax.ohio.gov. Applica-
tions are also available at BBC’s office.

Taxpayers who miss the 2007 filing deadline may still claim
the credit for property taxes to be paid in 2008, but must
wait until 2008 to apply. Those who miss the deadline will
need to file a late application for the missed tax year at the
same time they file a timely application in 2008. The first
day to file the application in 2008 is Jan. 8, 2008; the last
day is June 2, 2008.

For more information, call the Ohio Department of Taxation
at 800.282.1780, or visit the department’s Web site at
tax.ohio.gov and click on “Homestead Exemption.” BBC
staff will also assist residents in applying for the exemption.

–Courtesy of the Ohio Department of Taxation

Homeowners aged 65 or older or permanently disabled
can reduce $25,000 of their home's market value from
property taxes through the new expanded Homestead Ex-
emption program. Proposed by Governor Ted Strickland in
early 2007 and enacted by the Ohio General Assembly, this
program will lower residential property tax bills for all sen-
iors and qualifying disabled individuals by an average
of $400 each year, regardless of income.

To qualify, an Ohio resident must own and occupy a
home as their principal place of residence as of Jan. 1, 2007
(real property) for individuals who own more than one
home, the principal place of residence is the home where
the person is registered to vote and the person’s place of
residence for income tax purposes.

To apply, complete the application form (DTE 105A-Temporary,
Homestead Exemption Application Form for Senior Citizens, Dis-

$25,000 Property Tax Exemption Available
to all Ohio Senior Citizen Homeowners

$25,000 Property Tax Exemption Available

OPPORTUNITY LOAN REFINANCE PROGRAM

EMERGENCY
Furnace Repairs for Senior Citizens
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Are you a senior citizen looking for affordable rental housing within
the Ward 5 community? Located on Cedar Avenue at East 43rd Street,
the historic Phyllis Wheatley building is scheduled to re-open in Novem-
ber 2007. Applications are now being accepted from seniors interested in
renting a newly-renovated apartment. For more
information or to request an application, please call 216.431.7927.

–Jeff Sugalski

Youth in the Kinsman-Union neighborhood kicked off their
school year with fun-filled activities at the Annual Marshall Av-
enue Back-to-School Safety Fair and Block Party. This
event took place on Saturday, September 8, 2007.

Every year, residents block off Marshall Avenue to provide
safety tips to area youth and celebrate the start of another
school year. Residents enjoyed line dancing, games, music,
free food, valuable safety and health information, and guest
appearances fromMayor Frank Jackson, Ward 5 Councilwoman
Phyllis Cleveland, Cavalier Girls, South High School Band,
and McGruff the Crime Dog.

This family event was planned and coordinated by
residents and was sponsored in part by a grant from City
Works of the City of Cleveland Department of Community
Development and donations from local businesses and
neighbors. Myra Simmons, resident of Marshall Avenue
and event coordinator stated, “This event is successful every
year because of the support of local businesses, organiza-
tions and neighbors. I am glad that we are able
to provide a community event that unifies the
neighborhood and encourages our youth to have a
safe and productive school year.” BBC is proud to serve
as fiscal agent for this event.

–Sherita Mullins

Residents from Marshall Avenue Help Youth Prepare for School

Community Youth Drill Team posing for a photo South High School Band marching down Youth from Marshall Avenue talking to McGruff the
with two Cavalier Girls Marshall Avenue Crime Dog

LEASE A LANDMARK!
If you are looking for a prestigious
space in which to showcase your
business or organization, this well
located National Historic Register
property which is prominent in Cleve-
land's history may be just
what you need! Its spacious rooms
and amenities are ideal for: Design, In-
formation Technology, Architectural,
Advertising and Legal firms, as well
as Social Service, Foundations and
other nonprofit organizations.

This stunning facility also lends itself to
Live/Work. Owner will permit sublet.
For more information or a showing,
call Connie Perotti at 216.233.0032

AVAILABLE IN CENTRAL FOR SENIORS
Exciting New Living Opportunities VISIT BBC’S WEBSITE

Check out BBC’s interactive website at
www.bbcdevelopment.org. Visit our site to find out

information on current and new development projects,
housing and community programs, Community Connector
newsletters, up-to-date news and events. Neighborhood
groups and organizations are welcomed to post community
events on our calendar and blog. For more information,

contact BBC’s office at 216.341.1455.



3226E.93rdStreet
Cleveland,OH44104
Phone:(216)341-1455
Fax:(216)341-2683

ON THE
HORIZON

CURRENT

EVENTS
If you would like to submit
an event to our Current
Events calendar, please
contact Joy Johnson at BBC,
(216) 341-1455. Please call
Councilwoman Cleveland's
office to confirm all community
meetings (216) 664-2309.

Thank YouThank You

We’reontheweb!www.bbcdevelopment.org

Date Time EVENT Location Address

Oct. 13 12:00 PM Ward 5 Club Vocational Guidance Services 2235 East 55th Street

Oct. 15-20 Cleveland Saves Roll Your Change Week Various Financial Institutions

Oct. 18 6PM-8PM Cleveland Saves Roll Your Change Original Harvest Day Care Center 7109 Kinsman Road
Financial Literacy Workshop

Oct. 23 6:00 PM Kinsman-Union Association Mtg. Union Library 3463 East 93rd Street

Oct. 30 5PM - 8PM Central Weed & Seed Fall Festival East. 63rd Sreet between
Central & Cedar Avenues

Oct. 30 7:00 PM 3rd & 5th District Police Community Meeting Respective Police Headquarters
for each district

Nov. 10 12:00 PM Ward 5 Club Vocational Guidance Services 2235 East 55th Street

Nov. 27 7:00 PM 3rd & 5th District Police Community Meeting Respective Police Headquarters
for each district

Dec. 8 12:00 PM Ward 5 Club Christmas Party Vocational Guidance Services 2235 East 55th Street

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve (Observed) - BBC Closed

Dec. 25 Christmas Day - BBC Closed

Dec. 31 New Year's Eve (Observed) - BBC Closed

For information on any of our various programs, please call us at 216. 341.1455.
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CLEVELAND SAVES ROLL YOUR CHANGE WEEK
During the week of October 15-20, 2007 you are invited to participate in the Annual Roll Your Change Week! During
this week, you can go to participating financial institutions and deposit rolled change into a new saving Cleveland Savers ac-
count or your existing saving account! If you enroll as a Cleveland Saver, you can have access to a no-fee saving account. Take
your loose change and deposit it so it can start working for you…and not just taking up space in your car, your shelves, your
closet. In conjunction with the week long events, BBC and National City are sponsoring a free financial literacy workshop on
Oct. 18th, 6pm-8pm, located at Original Harvest Day Care Center. For more information, contact BBC’s office at 216.341.1455,
or visit the website at www.clevelandsaves.org.

St. JOHN’S SQUARE READING GARDEN
Many people have walked by or driven passed the St. John’s Square Reading Garden on the corner of East 40th and Central,
but few have stopped to really enjoy the beautiful green space. BBC would like to thank the Sisters of Charity Foundation for
sponsoring the maintenance of the Reading Garden. Their funds are being used to pay the Solomon Movement; a community
youth group to landscape the garden. Residents are welcomed to utilize this garden to read or host community events.
BBC will be hosting several community events this fall. For more information, contact Sherita Mullins at 216.341.1455.


